[Maffucci's syndrome--case report of a 5-year-old female patient].
Maffucci's syndrome is a congenital non-hereditary syndrome characterized by a combination of dyschondroplasia (enchondromatosis) and haemangiomatosis. It is a rare disease. During the last 140 years only 200 cases were described [5]. 109 cases are described in the literature by other authors [21]. This disease is associated with a high risk of development of neoplastic processes, in particular sarcomatous transformation of enchondromatoses as well as other mesodermal and non-mesodermal malignities [13]. Based on the incidence of spinocellular haemangioendothelioma with other congenital syndromes, the presence at a young age of patients and the multicentric incidence support the assumption that spinocellular haemangioendothelioma may be the manifestation of genetically based mesodermal disease which may be associated with the picture of Maffucci's syndrome [6]. In their case-history the authors present a 5-year-old patient. They describe the clinical course and findings taking into account possible manifestations and risks associated with the disease. With regard to the low incidence of the disease and its interdisciplinary character the authors pen the question of possible causal, symptomatic or palliative treatment.